
ENGLISH  INSTRUCTIONAL PLAN            GRADE: 7 
 

MONTH        TOPIC 
 
SEPTEMBER 
 
 

VOCABULARY UNITS 1-3 
READ DRUMS, GIRLS, DANGEROUS PIE 
LITERARY TERMS:  FICTION, MAJOR/MINOR 

CHARACTERS, SETTING, POINT OF VIEW, 
SIMILE/METAPHOR, FORESHADOWING 

NOTE TAKING SKILLS – OUTLINE METHOD (THE 

OUTLINE WILL BE MORE BASIC THAN IN 6TH
 GRADE) 

 
OCTOBER 
 

VOCABULARY UNITS 4-6 
FINISH DRUMS, GIRLS, PIE (PROJECT) 
GRAMMAR/PUNCTUATION 
WRITE  A BOOK REVIEW 

 
NOVEMBER 
 

VOCABULARY UNIT 7-8 
WRITING CHILDREN’S STORY 
LITERARY TERMS:  GENRE, PERSONIFICATION, 

HYPERBOLE, ONOMATOPOEIA 
INDEPENDENT BOOK READ/REPORT 

 
DECEMBER 
 

VOCABULARY UNIT 9-11 
GRAMMAR:  NOUNS, PRONOUNS, VERBS, ADJECTIVES, 

ADVERBS, PREPOSITIONS/CONJUNCTIONS 
POETRY UNIT:  HAIKU, LIMERICK, PATTERN POEM, 

LYRIC POEM, MUSIC AS POETRY  
POETRY ELEMENTS – RHYME, RHYME SCHEME, STANZA, 

METER                                                                                                  

 
JANUARY 
 

VOCABULARY UNIT 12-15 
READ THE HUNGER GAMES 
LITERARY TERMS:  CONFLICT, THEME, IMAGERY, 

SYMBOLISM 
 
FEBRUARY 
 

VOCABULARY UNIT 16-20 
FINISH HUNGER GAMES – PROJECT ON CREATING A 

COMMUNITY  
TEAM BUILDING SKILLS 

 
MARCH 
 
 

VOCABULARY UNIT 22-24 
NARRATIVE WRITING/PEER EDITING 
GRAMMAR:  PREPOSITIONS/CONJUNCTIONS REVIEW, 

SENTENCE STRUCTURE, CAPITALIZATION,  
THESAURUS REVIEW 

 
APRIL 
 

VOCABULARY UNIT 25-26 
ELA TESTING REVIEW – LISTENING SKILLS, READING 

COMPREHENSION, WRITING ESSAYS, PRACTICE 

TESTS 
 
MAY 
 

VOCABULARY UNIT 27-30 
READ AL CAPONE DOES MY SHIRTS 
REVIEW LITERARY TERMS/GRAMMAR/PUNCTUATION 

JUNE 
 

RESEARCH PAPER 
FINAL EXAM LITERARY TERMS, GRAMMAR, 

PUNCUTATION 
 



Topic:  Listening 
 
Essential Questions: 

 What skills are needed for a person to listen critically? 
 How does note taking focus your listening? 
 How does the presentation style affect the emotional response to the listener? 
 What makes you want to be a good listener? 

 How can you differentiate between relevant and not relevant information? 
 
Performance Indicators Guided Questions Essential Knowledge & 

Skills 
Classroom Ideas 
(Instructional Strategies) 

Assessment Ideas 
(Evidence of 
Learning) 

Standard 1:  Information and 
understanding 
 Read and follow written multistep 

directions or procedures to 
accomplish a task or complete an 
assignment 

 Use outlines and graphic 
organizers, such as semantic webs, 
to plan reports 

 Contribute to group discussions by 
offering comments to clarify and 
interpret ideas and information 

 Ask and respond to questions to 
clarify information 

Standard 2: Literary Response and 
Expression 
 Read silently and aloud from a 

variety of genres, authors, and 
themes 

 Interpret characters, plot, setting, 
theme, and dialogue, using 
evidence from the text 

 Determine how the use and 
meaning of literary devices, such 
as symbolism, metaphor and 
simile, illustration, personification, 
flashback, and foreshadowing, 
convey the author’s message or 
intent 

 Compare motives of characters, 
causes of events, and importance 
of setting in literature to people, 
events, and places in own lives 

 Compare a film, video, or stage 
version of a literary work with the 

 How do you critically 
analyze a text when it is 
being read to you? 

 What are the various 
ways of taking notes? 

 What is the difference 
between listening to a 
fiction and non-fiction 
piece? 

 Can you tell the 
difference between 
various authors’ 
different voices? 

 What skills are 
necessary in order for 
you to be a successful 
listener? 

 How do you determine 
what you take notes on? 

 What’s the importance 
of following directions? 

 Following directions 
 Write while listening 
 Abbreviate 
 Focus 
 Understand importance 

of listening 
 Importance of taking 

notes 
 Know how to 

summarize 
 Proper behavior when 

someone is speaking in 
front of the class 

 

 Giving Directions aloud 
and then having students 
repeat what was said 

 Mini-lesson on how to 
abbreviate 

 Lessons on different ways 
to take notes 

 Lessons on how to 
distinguish what is 
important  

 How to identify a voice of 
an author 

 Summarizing what you 
listened to 

 Identifying fiction and 
non-fiction when listening 

 Identifying literary 
elements when listening to 
a piece of writing 

 

 Having students 
repeat what was 
said (i.e. 
directions) 

 Reviewing notes 
that were taken 

 Behavior during 
presentations 

 Discussions based 
on what was read 

 Writing 
assignments based 
on what was read 

 Questions 
answered based 
on what was read 

 Summaries of 
what was read 



written version 
 Write original literary texts 
 Write interpretive and responsive 

essays 
 Listen to class lectures, and small 

group and classroom discussions, 
to comprehend, interpret, and 
critique literary text 

 Express interpretations and support 
them through specific references to 
the text 

Standard 3: Critical Analysis and 
evaluation 
 Evaluate the validity and accuracy 

of information, ideas, themes, 
opinions, and experiences in texts 

 Present clear analyses, using 
examples, details, and reasons 
from text 

 Maintain a writing portfolio that 
includes writing for critical 
analysis and evaluation 

 Express opinions or judgments 
about information, ideas, opinions, 
issues, themes, and experiences 

Standard 4:  Social Interaction 
 Share reading experiences with 

peers or adults; for example, read 
together silently or aloud with a 
partner or in small groups 

 Share the process of writing with 
peers and adults 

 Write personal reactions to 
experiences, events, and 
observations, using a form of 
social communication 

 Participate as a listener in social 
conversation with one or more 
people who are friends or 
acquaintances 

 Provide feedback by asking 
questions designed to encourage 
further conversation 

 
Connections to Text (Resources):  Various pieces of writing that will be read aloud to students; different outlines to note taking;  
Time:  Throught school year 
Connections to Technology:  Listen to audio tapes; listening to movies/music 
Key Vocabulary:  Differs according to unit being taught 



 



Topic:  Speaking 

Essential Questions: 
 What are the qualities of an effective speaker? 
 How does delivery affect reception and response? 
 How do you effectively convey your message through oral presentation? 
 What role does grammar play in conveying your intended message? 
 How can you constructively criticize your peers effectively? 

 
 
Performance Indicators Guided Questions Essential Knowledge & 

Skills 
Classroom Ideas 
(Instructional Strategies) 

Assessment Ideas 
(Evidence of 
Learning) 

Standard 1:  Information and 
understanding 
 Read and follow written multistep 

directions or procedures to 
accomplish a task or complete an 
assignment 

 Use outlines and graphic 
organizers, such as semantic webs, 
to plan reports 

 Contribute to group discussions by 
offering comments to clarify and 
interpret ideas and information 

 Ask and respond to questions to 
clarify information 

Standard 2: Literary Response and 
Expression 
 Read silently and aloud from a 

variety of genres, authors, and 
themes 

 Interpret characters, plot, setting, 
theme, and dialogue, using 
evidence from the text 

 Determine how the use and 
meaning of literary devices, such as 
symbolism, metaphor and simile, 
illustration, personification, 
flashback, and foreshadowing, 
convey the author’s message or 
intent 

 Compare motives of characters, 
causes of events, and importance of 
setting in literature to people, 
events, and places in own lives 

 Compare a film, video, or stage 
version of a literary work with the 
written version 

 Write original literary texts 

 How can I create an effective 
speech? 
 
 How can I make sure my speech is 
appropriate for my audience? 
 
 What is the importance of using 
proper grammar and English when 
speaking to an audience? 
 
 How do I prepare for my speech? 
 
 How do I captivate an audience? 
 
 How do I learn from my own self-
assessment to improve upon my next 
speech? 

  Should be able to answer an open-
ended question based on what is read 
or personal thoughts 
 Sharing a piece of writing that 
student has written 
 The appropriate self-presentation 
when in front of the class 
 Proper use of language and actions 
when presenting 
  

 
 Reading written pieces of work to the class 
 
 Various mini-lessons 
 

 Eye contact 
 Identifying audience 
 Using notecards 

 
 Group discussions 
 
 Structured debate 
 
 Discussion Leader 
 
 Classroom discussions 
 
 Creating debates 
 
 
 
 

 
 Debates 
 
 Project presentations 
 
 Sharing writing 
assignments 
 
 Personal verbal 
responses to various texts 
 
 Book talks 
 
 Discussion Leader 
 
 Classroom participation 
 



 Write interpretive and responsive 
essays 

 Listen to class lectures, and small 
group and classroom discussions, 
to comprehend, interpret, and 
critique literary text 

 Express interpretations and support 
them through specific references to 
the text 

Standard 3: Critical Analysis and 
evaluation 
 Evaluate the validity and accuracy 

of information, ideas, themes, 
opinions, and experiences in texts 

 Present clear analyses, using 
examples, details, and reasons from 
text 

 Maintain a writing portfolio that 
includes writing for critical 
analysis and evaluation 

 Express opinions or judgments 
about information, ideas, opinions, 
issues, themes, and experiences 

Standard 4:  Social Interaction 
 Share reading experiences with 

peers or adults; for example, read 
together silently or aloud with a 
partner or in small groups 

 Share the process of writing with 
peers and adults 

 Write personal reactions to 
experiences, events, and 
observations, using a form of social 
communication 

 Participate as a listener in social 
conversation with one or more 
people who are friends or 
acquaintances 

 Provide feedback by asking 
questions designed to encourage 
further conversation 

 
Connections to Text (Resources):     The Outsiders, That was Then This is Now, Romeo and Juliet, The Contender, Short Stories (“The Necklace,” “The Gift of the Magi,” “The 
Possibility of Evil,” “The Lady or the Tiger,” “The Censors,” “The Most Dangerous Game,” “Charles,” “The Lottery,” “The Cask of Amontillado,” “The Masque of the Red Death,” “Annabel Lee,” 
“Bells,” “The Sniper,” “The Odyssey”)                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Time: Continued throughout the semester 
Connections to Technology:  Online research data bases, Microsoft word, Microsoft publisher, Power point presentations 

Key Vocabulary: simile, metaphor, onomatopoeia, diction, figurative language, imagery, lyric poem, limerick, ballad, narrative poetry, epic poetry, repetition, rhyme, rhyme scheme, alliteration, 
assonance, stanza, free verse.  

 



Topic:  Writing 

Essential Questions: 
 In what ways can you organize your writing? 
 How can visuals or graphic organizers aid in organization? 
 How do we create a personal voice? 
 What can we learn by editing our own and our peers writing? 
 How does writing help to establish connections? 
 What are the steps to following the writing process? 
 Who is your audience when writing? 
 What are the different modes of writing?  Why should we use them? 
 How can you integrate creativity into your writing? 
 What role does grammar play in conveying your intended message? 
 How do you differentiate between academic writing and personal writing? 

 
 
Performance Indicators Guided Questions Essential Knowledge & 

Skills 
Classroom Ideas 
(Instructional Strategies) 

Assessment Ideas 
(Evidence of 
Learning) 

Standard 1:  Information and 
understanding 
 Read and follow written multistep 

directions or procedures to 
accomplish a task or complete an 
assignment 

 Use outlines and graphic 
organizers, such as semantic webs, 
to plan reports 

 Contribute to group discussions by 
offering comments to clarify and 
interpret ideas and information 

 Ask and respond to questions to 
clarify information 

Standard 2: Literary Response and 
Expression 
 Read silently and aloud from a 

variety of genres, authors, and 
themes 

 Interpret characters, plot, setting, 
theme, and dialogue, using 
evidence from the text 

 Determine how the use and 
meaning of literary devices, such as 
symbolism, metaphor and simile, 
illustration, personification, 
flashback, and foreshadowing, 
convey the author’s message or 
intent 

 Compare motives of characters, 
causes of events, and importance of 

 How can I choose a research topic? 
 
 What is the process for researching 
a topic? 
 
 How can I most effectively gather 
information? 
 
 How can I organize my writing? 
 
 How can I develop a journal? 
 
 How can I write poetry? 
 
 How do I create believable 
characters? 
 
 How can I connect two pieces of 
writing based on theme? 
 
 How do I analyze a quote? 
 
 How do I use the process of writing 
to develop drafts into a final piece? 
 
 What are the different ways that I 
express my ideas in writing? 
 
 How can I take on a persona when 
writing? 

 Use of the writing process 
 
 Support ideas with examples in 
writing 
 
 Identify and use poetic terms in 
your writing 
 
 Analyze, interpret and explain the 
meaning of a poem. 
 
 Recognize, understand, and apply 
literary terms within writing. 
 
 Identify how the poet’s use of 
repetition, rhythm, and rhyming 
patterns affects the reader. 
 
 Create pieces of writing using the 
literary elements.   

 
 Go over graphic organizers 
 
 Reviewing the writing process 
 
 Various mini-lessons on the following 
 

 Taking Notes 
 Graphic Organizers 
 Brainstorming/Pre-writing 
 Rough Draft 
 Revising 
 Editing 
 Final Copy/Publishing 
 Responding to different texts 
 Responding and connecting to more 

than one text 
 
Using newly learned vocab words in writing 
 
 .Interpreting and analyzing text and various 
pieces of art work 
 
 Journal Entries 

 Journal writing  
 
 Short story writing 
assignment 
 
 Writing power point 
presentation 
 
 Memory scrapbook 
 
 Literary essays 
 
 Personal responses to 
various texts 
 
 Creative writing 
assignments 
 



setting in literature to people, 
events, and places in own lives 

 Compare a film, video, or stage 
version of a literary work with the 
written version 

 Write original literary texts 
 Write interpretive and responsive 

essays 
 Listen to class lectures, and small 

group and classroom discussions, 
to comprehend, interpret, and 
critique literary text 

 Express interpretations and support 
them through specific references to 
the text 

Standard 3: Critical Analysis and 
evaluation 
 Evaluate the validity and accuracy 

of information, ideas, themes, 
opinions, and experiences in texts 

 Present clear analyses, using 
examples, details, and reasons from 
text 

 Maintain a writing portfolio that 
includes writing for critical 
analysis and evaluation 

 Express opinions or judgments 
about information, ideas, opinions, 
issues, themes, and experiences 

Standard 4:  Social Interaction 
 Share reading experiences with 

peers or adults; for example, read 
together silently or aloud with a 
partner or in small groups 

 Share the process of writing with 
peers and adults 

 Write personal reactions to 
experiences, events, and 
observations, using a form of social 
communication 

 Participate as a listener in social 
conversation with one or more 
people who are friends or 
acquaintances 

 Provide feedback by asking 
questions designed to encourage 
further conversation 

 
 Who is my audience? 
 
 How can I publish my writing? 

 
Connections to Text (Resources):     The Outsiders, That was Then This is Now, Romeo and Juliet, The Contender, Short Stories (“The Necklace,” “The Gift of the Magi,” “The 
Possibility of Evil,” “The Lady or the Tiger,” “The Censors,” “The Most Dangerous Game,” “Charles,” “The Lottery,” “The Cask of Amontillado,” “The Masque of the Red Death,” “Annabel Lee,” 
“Bells,” “The Sniper,” “The Odyssey”)                                                                                                                                                                                                    



Time: Continued throughout the semester 
Connections to Technology:  Online research data bases, Microsoft word, Microsoft publisher, Power point presentations 

Key Vocabulary: simile, metaphor, onomatopoeia, diction, figurative language, imagery, lyric poem, limerick, ballad, narrative poetry, epic poetry, repetition, rhyme, rhyme scheme, alliteration, 
assonance, stanza, free verse.  
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